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argument in favour of the domestic system that it afforded
means for the employment of children at an earlier age than
was possible under the factory system l. The effect of
machinery was in many cases to raise the age at which
children were employed, with the result, it was said, that
many families did not live as comfortably in consequence of
the children being out of work2. Sometimes the factory
owners were asked to take children before they were old
enough or strong enough to work 3; and this strengthens
the conclusion that child labour was no new phenomenon,
but a deep-rooted institution of industrial society,
(v.) Unem- Another evil, widely prevalent under the domestic
gy^^ was unemployment. The growth of capitalism
inevitably brought in its train an increased amount of un-
employment. The more extended the market the greater is
the liability to fluctuations, for the capitalist takes on
fresh hands when trade is brisk and dismisses them when
trade is dull. The ebb and flow of commerce react upon
industry, and produce at one moment an expansion, at
another moment a shrinkage. Commercial crises have been
a feature of the economic system at least from the sixteenth
century, and the ' Industrial Revolution ' only intensified,
it did not create, the phenomenon of trade depressions. We
shall describe in a later chapter 4 some memorable depressions
grave enough to necessitate the intervention of the State,
but even in normal times commercial fluctuations were
apparently a permanent feature of the industrial situation,
apart from the difficulties created by irregularity in the
supply of yarn. There were always times in the year when
many weavers were out of work, and probably no clothier
could keep all his men fully occupied the whole year round5.
When trade was slack some employers might continue to
1 Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii, 32, 47.                           * Ibid. 79.
8 Ibid. 175. In The First Report on Factories (1833), 15, it was stated
that " in some rare instances children begin to work in factories at five
years old . . . not uncommon to find them there at six ; many are under
seven . . . the greater number are nine ". Children employed in factories
often lived at a distance from their place of work, and this increased their
sufferings.
4 Infra, vol. iii. 294 seq.
* Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. n, 59.